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Architecture

Application Architecture

An application architecture is a map of how an organization's software applications are assembled as
part of its overarching enterprise architecture and how those applications interact with each other to
meet business or user requirements.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Applications_architecture

Enterprise Architecture

Snippet from Wikipedia: Applications architecture

In information systems, applications architecture or application architecture is one of
several architecture domains that form the pillars of an enterprise architecture (EA).

An applications architecture describes the behavior of applications used in a business,
focused on how they interact with each other and with users. It is focused on the data
consumed and produced by applications rather than their internal structure. In application
portfolio management, applications are mapped to business functions and processes as well
as costs, functional quality and technical quality in order to assess the value provided.

The applications architecture is specified on the basis of business and functional
requirements. This involves defining the interaction between application packages,
databases, and middleware systems in terms of functional coverage. This helps identify any
integration problems or gaps in functional coverage. A migration plan can then be drawn up
for systems which are at the end of the software life cycle or which have inherent
technological risks, a potential to disrupt the business as a consequence of a technological
failure.

Applications architecture tries to ensure the suite of applications being used by an
organization to create the composite architecture is scalable, reliable, available and
manageable.

Applications architecture defines how multiple applications are poised to work together. It is
different from software architecture, which deals with technical designs of how a system is
built.

One not only needs to understand and manage the dynamics of the functionalities the
composite architecture is implementing but also help formulate the deployment strategy and
keep an eye out for technological risks that could jeopardize the growth and/or operations of
the organization.
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